Laws Aren’t Enough to Protect Endangered Sea Turtles
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Over-fishing activities has led to the decline of many species of sea life. Due to the enactment of protective laws, large marine mammals, like whales and dolphins, and sea turtles are not hunted as much they used to be, but they are still killed today, and the population of some species continue to decline.

Marine turtles in Madagascar are supposed to be protected by a number of international agreements, including the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES); Convention of Migratory Species (CMS); and the Inter-American Convention for the Protection and Conservation Sea Turtles (IAC). Turtles receive “significant” protection on paper, but they are illegally killed in many countries. This is usually because legislation is “not appropriate or implemented properly.” Despite the fact that marine turtles are meant to be heavily protected, they are virtually unprotected in reality.

Saving species is a matter of national and international interest, but protecting species does not work without the appropriate means of enforcement.
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